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LETTER 
| "I From his Excertency the 


| Heer Van Horne 


To the High and Mighty Lords 
| $a 


States Generall 


Of the United PROVINGES, 


From on Board the Ho/ardia Sailing off of Nermontier, 


Whereinis givena true Accomtp ef the Actions of the Dutch 
Fleet upon the Coaſts of France, as alſo of their —_—_ Io ,. 
divers places on the ſaid Coaſts. 
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Of. the [ited PROVINCES 


L160 Þ 
1 .nt +> 1 c::: 36: <rew 


" High nd Mighty Lords, « "i 1 Id: 


+ & 


g' Ince I had the Honour of writing to your High and. Mighth 


neffes upon our depercure fwro;Torhbay; wel:haye uſed al pol 

Ve Eridevours to accompliſvour: Detige3 and; xamingy 
25 ro Hey ant wefiled' 2s ricar theiFregch:Coaft as the Art of = 
gation' would'perrbit.- ' The Enemy »upvti our: Coming near, raiſed 
the whole Courttty along theCoufhy and-miade; divers Shots at my 

ſeveral diftances. 26 wlll 1G a 2 ano, : 

DP. e underſtanding from the Prilomatsalur mcuhadl taken; ; di 
: 
Bre 


rs Barks, that's gieedt quo: A oby Brelaigh 2pPc315 


MALLS 


(4. Y 


Breft and thereabout , which City they had very much fortificd, 
and furniſhed it with miny Cannog{ gnd that they 42d allo placed 
others upon th: Ships that were th:re ranged to prevent any coming 
into the Haven 3, all th: Commanders of the Elect were of this Opje_ 
nion, that (conſidering how thz Wind did bear, as allq the Dangers 
of that Coaſt) we'ſhould doe no otherwile fqr the preſents but ſheap; 
off, and go with thoſe ſhips upon'whi:h divers Compames of the Land» 
Forces were ebarqued, and lie between Befl 1s and the Gardinals, 
till b-ing ali Joyncd together again, we {houtdfail with our whole 
Force for the Kiver Loy. 
The 23, of 7axe we arrived before Bell Jfle, and took the. ſamg 
dy aljout th{Evening 2 Buirksladzp with Wine and Sale.: The neat; 
day irfth: Morning we ſpake witha Skipper of an FE ugljfs Ship Jadens 
with Corn, that came out of the Haven from the Fort of Bell Je, who 
aſſured us $I ge 8209p. men in Azms.in.he- land, vmOng which 
were 600 Horſe, all Gentlemen} Inhabitants of the Continent, 
But th's being not at all contirmed by a Pilot whom we had taken, 
and who was alſo upon Bell J/: 3-daies before, and told us that the 
ſame w fo a Report, without Certainty of Truth init ; here- 
1pon we refolveg. to land. upc ifs IMynd, and I wgnt with-the,Heer 
admir Ml "rom Ye at a View thereof, ang an; = 
lace for Landing. © : L LP EED CTR, 
In the mean time I ſent a Trumpeter to the Inhabitants, with an 
oakac (hey ſhould depute ſpmg to come on. Beard us, to unders 
and our Iatentions, upon pain of being plundered. The Trumpe- 
:r bzing brought to the Governour of the Fort, he having read the 
):der, returned the ſame preſently again into his hand, and ſaid, 
13t the Inhabitants ſhould not ſubmt to that Oider.; and if fo be 
'© would attack the Ifland, that thcy ſhould very well be, abte to. 


:fend the ſame, | - 
Hereupon we landed very happily.the next dpy.in the Marnige 
ding much leſs Reſittence then we expeced,: notwwuhſtanding Ie , 
zemy hid made 2 Retrenchments : there, one above, anather, that, 
:re thick (et with men. The climbing. up the Hz]l was found to. 
very tedious. So far as I can: judges and as. I yegily believe,there 

xe not in all above 3000 men upon the }ſland that, wgre in, Arms; 
_ Fnglifh-tmanwat mack-mifiafen;'. + . \ 7 

This Eveningrafcer.we had triycrfadiong part ab the Iland, we one, 


ca mpe 


4 E-: * k 
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(5) 

camped ina Valley, about a Musket-Shot from the Callle , where, 

wh ound. matgn.g0 drink, a, convenience very much wanting inthac 
and, | 

The 28'% of Zane we encamped at Sojſon, where we broughe 
together, the moſt part of the. Cartel that were upon that lil «nd, 
whereof there . was, great fiorxe, ang put them on board the 
Fleet, + Þ: +; | | 
After. we had, laya there 2 days, getting a ſight of our foremoſt 
Ships, we reſolved to embark again, without making any. Attempt 
upon the Fort 3 for it would haye taken up too much tune, which 
we might othcrwiſe employ more. profitab'y and advantageouſly in 
the Service of your High and Mightineſſcs. We took allo 3 Pieces 
of Canan with us,. which we had taken from the Enemy. We ſtee- 
red our Cour(e to the River-of Nantes, and came upon the 34. of - 
Fuly in the Morning into the Bay of Bawrg-nevf, and anchored over 
againlt Nermyutier- 

The Tide being (peat that daybefore we could land, we reſolved - 
the next;day,to make up to the Hland'of Nermontier, which we. did. 
The Encryy had there upon the Coaft- cali up ſome Batteries and - 
Trenches, in which they had paſted their Muskettierss and becauſe 
there w3s. nat; much water, (9. that we could not come to Land - 
with our Sloops, Boats. &  Pinks, the moſi of our men marched up. 
to the, Middle through the water, fo that divers of their Bandelicrs 
WSIC {pailed, | | | 

The Enemy made ſome Diſcharges upon. us out of their Trenches, 
and from behind the. Walls of.a Darp, under which. ig a ſhort ſpace 
aftcr wa landed, We were no:ſooner .comeamang\them, but they -- 
betook themſclves to flight, and ſaved themſclyes : upon the-Conti- 
nenc of PozJouz quitting, alla, at the.fame time the.Caftle of Ner+ 
montier- 

W.z took.upon the lamaas-alfe upon the Batterics along; the;Coaft, - 
17 Great,Pijeces, $ of Bmals;; 3pd.g.ofIrom,:; with 19 Ships that were: 
on ground, and could,nog be cargied away«.. In the Service!we- had... 
135 kulled and wounded, with divers Officers 3 as namelyghe Licu-- - 
teg:nt-Colongel and. Major of my (Regiment , 1 Captain, 1 Cap- - 
tain-Licutenant, and 2 Enligns, who ig all. probatulity will be zecy+- 
vezce.. 3 ; | 7 IH | 

"The Prifancrs.thas we tookinithe Rencounter told us, that there - 


A3.. Were 


 (&)Y 


were &o80 'men upon the'Contintnt ready to cothe for thk Mizatl,an > 


that ther: were:$00 already'-on thier mareh towards it whith® 


made me to hatten my March as much as might be, to encounter” 
them upon the Paſſage, leaving Captain Braekell with 3 Companics 
of S-atmen, and 50 Muskettiers, to defend the Calile ; and Captain 


? 


Hadenbroekk ; wrh'a Company of Seamen of Admiral- Tromp” = in” 
the Abby. Coming in the Evening near the Paſſage, we undertiood! * 


that rhey were all retired again to the Continent, where we allb 
could 'difcern a great Number of people, as well Foot as Horſ:. The 
want of frcſh water obliged me to encamp one hour's diſtance from 
thenc+, leaving the Heer vas Someraijck, with 400 men for the De- 
tence of that Poli, 


The 5*6, of Fuly in the Morning came chereabout- 2B igandines 
built after the faſhion of Gallies, which thoſe of Rochel had ſent to. 
diſcover our Flect, each of 'them having-on board 3g Pieces of Canon - 


and 35 Scamen, all well armed. Theſe not knowing that: we were 
landed, came near the Shoar, where the Heer van Somerdijk had laid 
60-Muskettiers cloſe behind a Hillock 3 and while he amuted them: 


by leaving one Frexch-man tor them to fee, the reſt carne {ſo fuddenly_” b 


up to them, thit they ſfurrendred themſelves.  * {61'S 
It is conjecured this {land hath about 2000 Houſes in itzand it is 
divided for near 50 Rods trom the main Continent, fo that we could* 
ſhoot with our Muskets eafily to the Enemy that lay encamped be- 


fore us on the other fide of the Water, and ticy to us. At Low-wa-" 
ter the Land that lies berween Bovin and Beauvoir, Which is the firm 


Land of Poj&ow, puts out fo far,; and this Hland is ſo dry, that they 


could -paſs'over dry ſhod with as many men inFront as they pleaſed, 
t-om the one fide to the other 3 which Paſſage is but an hour's going, 


and may be marched cither 2 hours before, or 2 hours after Lows ? 


Water. 
The Enerry gave out a'report, as if they had Orders from the Kirg 


to-come over with all their Forces, as'well Foot as Horſe, to-make us ' 


quit-that Poſt; in the mean time they' themſelves et all their Salt- 


A 


pans on fire about-Bovin and Beauvoir, by which we diſcovered, that 


they were more afraid of our coming over to the, then that they 's 


had any intention to attack-us. + / 


After we had lain there 3 weeks, nk High and Mightineſſes -<4 | 


vice forbidding my-proceeding any ther-there,we-imbarked'a 


oy 


4 oP 

having firſt blown vp a part of «he Caſtle, fl'ghted their Works along 
whe CAR I&velRd-t heir Hulſe; all tharCartel (which [were 4.great 
!!Nurtſber) being conformed 5 und morcnwenhaving takeprHdoſiages: of 

them,til] the money ſhould be paid which!was ;agrded -upon for- thc 
ſaving their Houſes trom Burning, being the ſummeot 14009. Rix: 
 do!lers : which Agreement. hi h been fince advanced by;their R -fr.c- 
' tartneſs; (Ic, GW | 1: 11 4 


* 


t' From our Priſoners we. underſtand,: that the Dukt de. Chaulnes 15 
with a Reſerve of ,o o Horſe ot the Gentry between Crojfic and $f. 
Lazare, about £ hoars march from thence; and that the Duke Ade 
Retz, with about 1200 Gentlemen, and 5000 of the Inhabitants, was 
between Bowrg- yeuf and Mache, one hour trom thence, ' The Duke de 
Fiewvile, with -2000 Gentlemen, 411 Horſe, and . 800 Inhabitants, 
were (pread over again us in our fight, at Bovin and Beaxvoir.c The 
2 laſt may joyn at a ſhort warning. | 

The Duke of Guadagne commands at Rochel, Oleron, and the Iſl: of 

Rbe;; into which places (hey have put mott-of the Souldiery, ſfuppoling 


that our Defign may lie there. * < 
According to the report of divers Priſoners, which is alſo confirm- 


ed by the Exgliſand Hamburgers Ships coming from thence, there 
are in the Iſland of Rhe onely, 10000 men in Arms,and 1000 Horle : 
"theyhave allo drawn amongti thea-5000 of. the. Inhabitants 3 and 
within this 6 weeks there are come to them the Foot-Regiments of 
Gnadagne, Newf: ville, Louvigny, and a Battalion of Marine Foot,,with 
other particular Companies z as aiſo the Horſe-Regiments of Courſelle 
and Bell:gward : the firti of which hath a Command under Gmadagne 3 
the ſecond over the Horſe5- and:Laxvay over the Fortifications. 
From Oleron we have ro farther particulars, but that they are full 
of Souldiers there, as well Foot as Horſe; and that within this 3 
weeks ihcre is alſo arrived a Battalion of the Marine Companies. 
The Governcur of St. Seba(tian hath written to me, that he had 
made a.naripw_ Enquiry into the Forces of the Enemy along the 
Coaſis, and found that Sg ad in Arms above oot and 6000” 
Horſe, f.om Kechel to Bourdeaux and Bayonne, That the Marſhals ge 
Gramons and Obret, with the Counts dela Sere and Lowvigny, had the 
Charge of thc Coatis between Bourdeaux and Bayonne. 
The Prifoners, and others that are comie trum thence, ſay that the 


Miſery along the Coalt js (o great,that they are wholly ruined by the 
C2» 


+= 2 4 


2» OE en OR ie 
"Cavalry and Taxes ; yea in 84 bad a manner as ifthey had he Army 
of an Enemy among them { that there is not auy thizg in the leaſt 

left remaining but the Houſes, FIG. 
The Heer Admiral Tromy hath given'your High and Mightineſſes 
Adrice of the Burning of a Fremth Fregat, which was chaſcd on the 
Coaft by 2 of our Men of War, with his taking of a good Prize ; (o 
"that Twill not here repeat the ſame. + We fh:ll be ;prefently. again 

aoderſait, toproſecute what farther Work is appointed us, ' |, 


| I« the Ship Hollandia, CET up 
ſailing off of Nor- 4Y bere «lſo High end Mighty Lords,&g. 
| monrticr o | Be 6 « | 38 WW 


Srgned W, A. Count van Horne, 
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